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not comprised in any of the foregoing divisions. This separation
into districts was chiefly based on collections made by Mr. A.
Goering 1 over a large part of the country. To that enterprising
collector we are indebted for almost all the knowledge we haye
of the birds of this interesting country, even up to the present
day.

It is the first of these districts, the eastern, that most interests
us, for it was in the mountains of the State of Bermudez that I
studied the birds during a few weeks in the summer of 1896. I
chose this locality because it seemed to present, besides a rich
avifauna, special problems of interest. Perhaps the most inter-
esting of these was the relation of the birds of the mainland to
those of the islands of Trinidad and Margarita.

The island of Trinidad lies off the eastern coast and is distant
but seven miles from the mainland. The birds of this island are
perhaps better known than those of any other part of the tropics.
This is beca use of its accessibility, its rich avifauna and it~
offering of comforts to the traveller which are rare in tropical
South America. In marked contrast is the scanty knowledge of
the birds of the adjoining mainland, of that whole group of
mountains comprised within the territory designated, by Dr.
Ernst, as the eastern district.

Lying off the northern coast, seventeen miles from the mainland
is the island of Margarita, the avifauna of which was a sealed
book until Lieut. Wirt Robinson 2 visited it in the summer of
1895. In size the island is somewhat smaller than Trinidad but
in aspect there is little resemblance, it being for the most part
deserto

Two collections, only, have been made on the mainland
adjoining these two islands. In the winter of 1866-67, Mr. A.
Goering made a trip of several months, penetrating the interior,

IOn Venezuelan Birds c~lIected by Mr. A. G~ering. By P. L. Sclater and
Osbert Salvin. P. Z. S., r868, pp. 165-173, and 626-632; r869, pp. 250-259;
and r870, pp. 779-788.

2 An Annotated List oí Birds Qbserved on the Island of Margarita, and at
Guanta and Laguayra, Venezuela. \Vith critical notes and descriptions of
new species by Charles \Y. Richmond. Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., XVIII, pp.
649-685, PI. xxx I1 r.
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the last time, as it cannot exist at any great distance from
ea. Almost completely enclosing this valley are hil-

rnountains, rising to a height of several thousand feet. T
present a peculiar appearance as many of them are comple-e_
clothed by long grass with no traces of foresto Others are hea
,,"ooded everi to their summits. Cumanacoa being at an al .
of about 1000 feet has an agreeable c1imate. The nights are
enough to make a blanket desirable while the heat is not oppr
i"e during the day.

As might be expected, many of the birds inhabiting the co --
crub were here absent. Many species were also found he

which were not met with south of the watershed of the Caribbe
and Gulf of Parian waters. This height of land lies about fif'ee
miles south of Cumanacoa. My stay in this locality wa-
weeks, from June 29 to July 12.

San Antonio. - Beyond the watershed to the southeast,
ame distance from Cumanacoa as the latter is from Cuman!.. -
an Antonio. Instead of a broad, fiat valley planted with

there is a small village nestled in a narrow valley with moun .
rising precipitously on both sides. A rapid stream fiows on
way to the Gulf of Paria instead of to the Caribbean Sea.
sides of the mountains are planted with coffee, the chief ",eal
the region. A few miles to the west is Mt. Turumiquire. •
highest peak in this group of mountains. San Antonio it e = •
omewhat higher than Cumanacoa, probably about 1500 ="

The avifauna, although quite similar to that of Cumanac
seems to have a strong infusion of species from the south:
the Orinoco lowlands. These have followed up the Guarap'
Ri"er, but go no further north than its headwaters. As ,,"o
expected, the number of species peculiar to this southern
shed is much greater than the number found in Cumanacoa
not in San Antonio. My stay in San Antonio ",as twenty
from July 14 to August 2."

Guanaguana and Caripe.- From San Antonio 1 took a
fi"e days, August 3-7, to these towns, which lie to the ou'
and east. The special object of this trip was to "isit the f
Guacharo cave of Humboldt, where that traveller disco,ere
remarkable bird Steatornis caripensis. Thus 1 reached e_
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lny disposal, through the kindness of Dr. J. A. ABen, Curator :
birds in the American Museum of Natural History, and 1
therefore enabled to make direct comparisons of the specime-
fram the island with mine fram the mainland. As a re ~:
have been able to greatly reduce the number of forms hitherro
supposed to be confined to Trinidad, so bringing the island and
mainland into still closer faunal connection.

Mr. Chapman,J after pointing out the close geographical, geolo'7-
ical and faunal relation of the island to South America, says (p. i .
" . . . . it is therefore of special interest to note the effect oí
this recent insulation on the birds of the island. Unfortunately
we have not as yet sufficient exact data from the acljoining main
to make a satisfactory comparison, but as before statecl, the rela...
tionships of the bircls of the islancl to those of the continent are
remarkably close. As far as we at present know the followin<T
species and subspecies of birds are peculiar to Trinidad or o
Trinidad and Tobago:

Merula xanthosceles.
Cyclorhis flavipectus.
Chlorospingus leotaudi.
Platyrhynchus mystaceus insularis.
Myrmeciza longipes albiventris.
Momotus swainsoni.

Basileuterus vermivorus o!ivascen:.
Lanio lawrenceii.
Sporophila !ineola trinitatis.
Rhamphocrenus melanurus trinitati,.
Amazi!ia erythronota.
Pipile pipile.

"Most of these birds are simply insular representatives of
mainland species to which they are closely allied."

Five of these twelve forms 1 found to correspond with my
examples fram the mainlaod ancl so they must be eliminated fram
the list of peculiar Trinidacl species. These are:

Cyclorhis flavipectus. Basileuterus vermivorus o!ivascens.
Myrmeciza longipe.s albiventris. Rhamphocrenus melanurus trinitans.

Amazi!ia erythronota.

1 On the Birds oi the Island oi Trinidad. Bull. Am. Mus. Xat. Hist.. 1

VI, pp. 1-86.
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Vireollid<e.

lf. C)'clorhis flavipectus Set.,
CC,S.

1-. Vireo chivi agilis (Licht.),
CC, S.

16. H)'lophilus flavipes La/r.,
CC, S.

17. H)'lophilus aurantiifrons
Lawr., C, S, G.

Hirundi"id<e.

18. Atticora cyanoleuca (Vieill.),
Ca.

19. Stelgidopter)'x urop)'gialis
(Lawr.), CC, S.

Proc"iid<e.

20. Procnias tersa occidentalis
(Set), s.

Tallagrid<e.

21. Euphonia crassirostris Set.,
CC, S, Ca.

22. Euphonia trinitatis S!rickl.,
S.

23. Calliste cayana (L.), S.
24. Calliste desmaresti Gray, S.
25. Calliste guttata (Cab.), Ca.
26. Tanagra cana sclateri (Berl.),

CC, S.
27. Tanagra cyanoccphala sub-

cinerea (Se!.), Ca.
28. Ramphocelus jacapa magni-

rostris (La/r.), CC, Ca, S.
29. Piranga hremalea S. &: G., S·
30. Piranga arden s (Tsch.), S.
31. Phcenicothraupis rubra

(Vieill.), CC.
32. Tachyphonus luctuosus

La/r. , CC.
33. Tach)'phonus rufus (Bodd.),

CC,S.
34. Saltator albicollis Vieill., S.
35. Saltator olivascens Cab.,

C,CC.

36. Schistochlamys atra (Gm.),
S, Ca.

Frillgillid<e.

37. Cardinalis phceniceus Bj., C.
38. Guiraca cyanea (L.), S.
39. Spinus cucullatus (Swaills.),

S.
40. Spinus psaltria columbianus

(La/r.), S.
41. Sporophila grisea (Gm.), CC,

S.
42. Sporophilagutturalis (Lich!.),

CC, S.
43. Sporophila minuta (L.), CC,

S.
44. Volatinia jacarina splendens

(Bj.), CC, S.
45. Euetheia omissa (Jard.), C.
46. Zonotrichia pileata (Bodd.),

Ca.
47. Ammodramus manimbe

(Lich!.), S, Ca.
48. Embernagra striaticeps coni-

rostris (Bp.), CC, S.
49' Emberizoides macrurus (Gm.),

S, Ca.

I.;!erid<e.

50. Ostinops decumanus (Pall.),
CC.

SI. Cassicus persicus (L.), S.
52. Icterus auricapillus Cass;,t, S.
53. Icterus xanthornus (Gm.),

C,CC.
54. Icterus vulgaris Daud., G.
55. Sturnella magna meridionalis

(Set.), S.
56. * ~iscalus lugubris

(Swaills.), C.

Corvida:.

57. Xanthura creruleocephala
(Dubois), CC, S.
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TrochilidCl!.

Glaucis hirsutus (GlIl.), CC,

). Phaethornis augusti
fre.), S.
l. Phaethornis guyi (Less.),

, Campylopterus' ensipennis
aim.), CC.
3. Lampornis violicauda
(d. ,CC.
~. Thalurania refulgens Gould,

-. Floricola longirostris
;/l.), CC, S, G.
5. Doleromya fallax (Bourc.),

chionipectus

erythronota
S,), CC, S.
9. Chry~uronia cenone (Lcss.),

CaprimulgidCl!.

o.• Chordeiles acutipennis
id.), C.
l. ~yctidromus albicollis
l., CC.

SteatorllidCl!.
~. * teatornis caripensis
.b., Ca.

Alcedi1lidCl!.

llS. Ceryle americana (Gm.), C.
CC, S, Ca.

lIg. * Ceryle amazona (Lath.),
CC, S.

CuculidCl!.

120. Crotophaga ani L., CC,
121. * Diplopteryx n;:evius (L.),

S, Ca.
122. Piaya cayana (L.), CC.

PsittacidCl!.

123. Conurus ::eruginosus (L.),
CC, S.

12+. Pionus sOI'didus (L.), S.
125. Psittacula guianensis

(Swai1ls.), C.

StrigidCl!.

126. Asio mexicanus (GlIl.), S.
127. Glaucidium phal;:enoides

(Daud.), CC.

Cathartidm.

12S. *Cathartes aura (L.), C, CC,
S.

12g. *Catharista atrata (Bartr.),
C, CC, S.

FalcollidCl!.

130. Ictinea plumbea (Gm.),
131. Elanoides forficatus (L.),

CC.

f. Ceophlceus lineatm (L.),

PicidCl!. 132. Asturina magnirostris( Gm .•
CC.

3· Picumnus obsoletus Alle1l, 133. Falco sparverius (L.), . ce,
ColumbidCl!.

- Chloronerpes rubiginosus
'aills.), S.
6. ~Ielanerpes subelegans (Bj.),
;C.

GalbulidCl!.

7. Gaibula ruficauda Cuv., CC.

13+. Engyptib erythorothor.u
(Temm.), CC, S.

13.5. Scardafella squamo~a
(Telllm.), C.

136. Columbigallina rufipennb
(Bp.), CC, S.

137. * Columbigallina passerina
(L.), C, CC, S.
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PHELPS, Birds observed ;'l Ve1lez"ela. [~
Basileuterus vermivQrus olivascens Chapm. Common in San Antonio

in the underbruslr, especially near water.
[Four specimens agree with a series of eight examples, including the

type, from Trinidad.- F. M. C.)
Ammodramus manimbe (Lidt.). Common in the savannas.
(Three adults agree exactly in color with specimens fram Matto Grosso,

Brazil, in corresponding plumage, but are considerably smaller. The
average measurements, in inches, of the three Venezuelan birds and four
from Matto Grosso are as follows:

Venezuela
Matto Grosso

Wi1lg.
2.11

2·37

Tail.
1.54
1.83

Tars"s.

The Venezuelan birds have, therefore, shorter wings and tail but equally
long tarsi, facts which suggest that they may be more sedentary than the
birds of southern Brazil.-F. M. C.)

lcterus xanthornus (Gm.). [An immature female, apparently in its
second year, has the wings fuscous. the tai! brownish yello\V! the back
greenish, but otherwise resembles the adulto A bird of the year is simi-
larly colored but has only four black feathers onthe throat. Neither
plumage appears to have been previously described.- F. M. C.)

Elainea pagana (Licht.). (Five specimens in worn plumage are typical
of this species.- F. M. C.]

[Elainea albiventris, sp. nov.

Charo Sp. - Similar to Elai"ea paga1la albiceps but with the upper
parts much greener and the under parts whiter.

Descripti01l of type (No. 1180, Coll. vV. H. P., ·Cumanacoa, Venezuela,
July 3, 1897, W. H. Phelps). Upper parts uniform olive-gree1l with a
barely perceptible brownish tinge; wings fuscous, the greater and lesser
coverts tipped with dingy yellowish white forming two conspicuous
wing-bars; outer margin of the terminal part of the inner secondaries
dingy yellowish white; tail fuscous, the feathers margined externally
with brownish olive-green, the under surface of their shafts nearly pure
white; a concealed white crown-patch; throat and breast grayish white,-
middle of the belly white; sides of the breast, sides, and flanks washed
with greenish yellow; under wing-coverts ¡emon yellow; crissum pale
yellow. vVing, 2.68; taÚ, 2·34; tm'sus, .72; exposed culmen, .34;
breadth of bill at anterior end of nostril, .16.
• This species is represented in MI'. Phelps's collection by four adult
specimens, one male and three females, which are just completing the
(post-breeding) moult. It is onlyafter careful comparison of these speci-
mens with a large series of Elai1lea p. albiceps from southern Brazil that
1have decided to add a species to an already overburdened genus. The



'sd¡al{d'H.A\'11\1'10pall0:>SI!JO10UOl{U!paUlllX1

·ot·'(ua~O.lq;¡¡q!PUllrn,¡;¡ddn);¡¡q!pUllrn.¡;¡A\OIJOPU;¡O¡lP¡SOU
JOD!.1l.Wrn·IOP;¡¡UllUIO.IJmq!aL''sns,m¡~90'['[!ll¡~01'['BU!A\';¡Hq,\\qS!
'-"olla"Sapllrn!ldlaUU!PUllsa!.mpuo:>;¡s;¡¡PJOqa,\\.l;¡UU!;¡q¡JOuoplod
¡~I:q-qnsPUllS¡laAo:>,BU!.\\.lapun~~:>llq;¡l{¡uuq¡l;¡¡l{B!I¡UPuSlludlapun
~nOJnl-lnu¡s;¡l{:>lllBpqsa:>!.q:>;¡.¡puu's¡.laAo:>'¡!Ul.¡apunpUUl;¡ddn'drnn.l
'S;¡!lllPUO:>;¡SBU)U!Urn;¡,1PUllS;¡!lllrnpdJOuO!l.lOd¡u:>!duJOU!B,mrn.¡;¡¡no
S;¡Pl:puo:>;¡Sl;¡UU!JOlludpasodxa!l{S!lUlB.10snoJn.¡JO;¡,m¡x!rnpu

oul{HA\U;¡;¡.lB-aA!lO.m;¡ps;¡!.mrnpd;¡q¡JOJIUll¡usuqall¡JOSU!B1Urn

paodx;¡pUUS¡.l;¡.\O:>-BU!A\''{nq'puaH.(sd¡aqd'H'A\'L6g1'L¡SnBny
'1:¡;mz;¡udA'ad!.m:)"d'H'A\'110:)'96h'OX);JrjÁ¡/0UO.'7r1.'A~S;J(I

'spudl;¡ddn;¡ll¡uuq¡.I;¡¡ud
·(PllB!lSlnqs¡lud,¡;¡pun;¡ll¡BU!AUqU!puu'~;)uqpuuPU;¡llU;¡d,IB';¡"!I0
lUd¡;)SHU!s;¡!:>adsPdq!.l;)S;¡PfISnO!.\;¡ldrno.1JBUpama--rls'AV,!:;

¡'AOU'ds'!sdl::lqdsnwos-en!sJ

[':)'1~'d-'(¡;fl·d
'LggI"1\1'N'S'n':>old)lU,\\BpnI'll~,(qP;¡q!.l:>S;¡PsuS.'lV¡IIOA/'d
rnolJS,¡;¡mp;¡¡urn;¡J¡IUPUuy]'m.ffp.'8SnlllUJOU!snrnopo¡p:llllld

[':)'J\1'd-';¡UlUU-"auu.l;¡punu;¡rnpadsS!ll¡;¡q!.l:>S;¡P
O¡Ul:lll¡:>;¡110:>S!;¡,mBy,¡aq¡!;¡u¡Ull~;¡rnnssuO¡;¡IquS!APUa.IOUISUI;¡;¡SH
';¡nBO¡I:¡ll:)rnnasn1'{llsPPS:aq¡U!a,mByaq¡rno,lJS!,¡;¡nU¡;¡ll¡sua.mBy
'S'Z'd;¡q¡rnolJlUJSll¡noqllS!u;¡rnp;¡dss,sd¡;¡lld'lJ\1;¡¡!ll,\\puu'sa!:>ads
PUPS!Plu;¡Sa,lda,¡lIaA\¡llB!rn,(all¡¡uq¡¡Ua.lBos;¡,msa.mBy;¡S;¡ll¡ua;¡,\qaq
s;¡;)ua.lampaql.'(Al'Id'XX'[OA)rnn;¡sn1\1llsPPS:aq¡JOanBO¡ll¡u:)
all¡U!P;¡.mByU!UBUS!P,¡!q;¡UlUS;¡ll¡Ápua,mddy'(1'BY'Al'Id)-vLgI
10Jl¡;¡poS¡U:>!BO¡OOZ;¡ll¡JO,sBu!paa;)o'¡d,aq¡U!Pd.mByS!puuSU:>U1U:)

11:BupaoDlqP;¡pall0:>SUA\V¡V¡S.'A~qllSSJOadJ¡aql.'sapads;¡lUlS!ll¡
O¡pa,uapl;¡qP¡nollSÁ¡quqo,ldÁ.¡;¡All;)!ll,\\S,l1iAO¡rI.'SIIJO;¡¡drnux;¡d¡EU!S
1:SU!lllUO;)UO!P;¡II0;)s,sd¡alld'11\1]'a¡vs'PS1l11l1S)J:lqnss)uJOld!S
[':)'1~'d-·,¡arn.IOJalpO¡UUll¡lanU¡;¡q¡O¡,¡;¡,IU;¡UÁpl{B!1S;¡.lU¡nq's.u¡u;Jap
'A;JUp'rj'elpuuA;Jff.11tW.';J¡rjOA,!~Á¡Or/'elU;¡;¡Aq;¡qa11J!p;¡rn.¡a¡u!;¡.ms;¡¡urn
¡¡npuOA\l.],(PS)SP¡l!dil.)dJdUPsnJdldoJtpÁ¡odsnlldrnllt¡JÁt¡:llld

.[':)'J\1'd-'u¡;¡nz;¡u;¡AO¡u!qrno¡o:)rnolJsapa¿sS!q¡JO
;¡EUlll;¡q¡BU!PU;¡¡X;¡'su;¡rnp;¡dsOA\l.]'qv:;S)J'E)¡):lJadnsuOBodolda,"!

'~:>U¡qllS)UA\OlqSE;¡'"!'dplUUA\O.lq'llS;¡¡¡ljs!~u!d
ld-'\OI'UA\O,lq;¡¡q!puurnldddn'UA\O,lqS!.'1'S;¡q;)U!6·f'ludrnU!'ljlBUd¡
dBUld,'y'Á.llunO;)u;¡do;¡ljlU!S;¡;¡.q;¡BlIJIU!uo:>uuuUln:)U!punod

[':)'J\1'd
-'srj;J~.'q¡V'rjV;J''.'V¡JIJOsu;¡rnp;¡dsÁUYl¡.m;¡uBU!U!UlUO;)S;¡!,I;¡Su
JOdUO,(UUrnolJ;¡¡qUljs!nBU!lS!PÁ¡!pt:;¡.¡;¡.IUpUU'10¡0;)pUU;¡Z)SlllOqU!
3SAa¡u.,;¡;¡.lBUl¡;¡sopJ;¡ljl.'A\;¡Usurn;¡qlBU!qp;)S;¡PU!UOp1n!S;¡ljOU;¡AU\(



37° PHELPS, Birds observed in Venezuela. [
A •

Oc'-

MI'. Ridgway 4 has described Tlta.-
MI'. Chapman 5 considers this a 5

This species is apparently most nearly related to Sittasomus griseus Jard.
of Tobago. The latter is doubtless an insular form of the Venezuelan
bird, from which it difft;rs in having both upper and under parts "grayisb
oil-green" and the scapulars [= inner secondaries ?], rump and tai!
"brownish orange." 1

Sittasomus olivaceus (= S. erithaCtts Licht.), as described by Dr.
Sclater,2 closely agrees with the bird here distinguished as Sittasomus
jheljsi. As pointed out by MI'. Ridgway,3 however, the Sittasotnus
olivaceus of Sclater includes four distinct species, viz: S. griseus Jard.,
already mentioned, S. amazonus Lafr. (Borba, Barra, and Theotonio.
Brazil), S. chajadensis Riugw. (Matto Grosso, Brazil), and S. sylvioides
Lafr. (l\Iexico). The list of specimens in the British Museum Catalogue
shows that Dr. Sclater had examples of most if not all of these specie ,
though his description applies to none of them, but to the previousl."
unnamed bird, which 1 have here called Sittaso1Jlus jheljJsi. Sittasomus
chajadensis has the back mixed with the rufous of the rump, the wings
are largely rufous externally, the under parts are tinged with yello",ish.
the under wing-coverts and basal wing·bands are buffy. S. amaZ01ll'S is

much grayer" than S. chajadeusis, and differs in other respects, \"hile
S. sylvioides has a "uniform brown back," leaving S. jheljJsi as the only
pecies in the genus having a clear olive·green back and lower parts, ando

with the exception of S. griseus, the only one having the basal wing-
band pale yellowish white insteau of buffy yellow. - F. M. C.]

This species was taken in a high forested valley within a very short
distance of the Guacharo cave of Humboldt. The following notes ",ere
taken in the flesh: Length, 7.25; bill, brownish·black with sorne gray in
the middle of lower mandible; legs, olivaceous-slate.

Tbamnophilus major albicrissus (Ridgw.). This subspecies was
described by Mr. Riugway 4 from a skin presumably from Trinidad. ~Ir.
Chapman 5 says, concerning this form, "A male from El Pilar, Yen ..
and also one from British Guiana, agree with Trinidad specimens, and
it is probable that all birds from north of the Amazon should stand as
Tltamuojhilus major albicrissus." Two males and two females in my
collection agree closely with the Trinidad specimens in the American
Museum, thus confirming the abo ve statement of the non·insularity oi
this subspecies.

Thamnophilus cirrhatus (Gm.).
1lOjhilus triuitatis from Trinidad.

1 ]ardine, Ann. & Mag. N. H.; XIX, 1847, p. 82.
2Cat. Birds Brit. Mus., XV, 1890, p. 119.
3Notes on the genus Sittasomus of Swainson. Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus .. XI'

1891, pp. 507-510.
4 Description of Two Supposed New Forms of Tham1ZojJhilus. Prac. C. :.

Nat. Mus., 1891, XIV, p. 481.
5Further Notes on Trinidad Birds, with a Description ofaXew ~pecic;, •

SY1Zallaxis. Bul\. Am. Mus. Nat. Hist., 1895, VII, pp. 321-326.
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