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\Villet Ineeding in Los ROlJues aJochipelago, Venezuela.-The Willct
(Catoptrophorus semipalmatus) is a winter resident 01' visitor throughout the
Caribbean and Middle America, and migra tes in South America to Peru, Bolivia, and
Brazil; up to this time, to my knowledge, it has been known to breed only in
temperate North America and locally in the Bahamas, Greater Antilles, and the
northern Lesser Antilles. In Venezuela the two subspecies have been taken on the
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norlh coast and in the Caribbean islands: the eastern C. s. semipalmat liS e\ ery month
of the year and the western C. s. inornatlls in August.

On 20 May 1974 t\Vo local fishermen landed on Isla Luga, an uninhabited island
near the center of Los Roques archipelago, and one of them almost stepped on a
\\"i!let that f1ushed from its nest ,,"ith four eggs, near coral rubble in a le\'el sandy
strelch sparsely co\'ered ",ith grass, 24 m from the water's edge. They recognized the
familiar bird by its conspicuous bhck and "'hite "'ing pattern but had ne\'er seen it
nesling before, A week later the other fisherm:ll1, Florencio Xan'áez, caretaker of my
housebcat 'Ornis II' in Los Roques. returned and fCUlOd the bird sti!l incubaling the
four eggs. On 14 J une, when 1 \'isiled the site with Florencio and \Vas co!lecting the
grass nest and fragments of the eggshe!ls, ,,'e were met by a \'ery alarmed \\'i!let.

The behavior of the parent indicated that young birds were hidden in mangro\'es
300 m away from the nest, near a lagoon. For 2 h we remained near lhe lagoon
\Vatching the parent through 8 X 56 binoculars, It ne\'er He\V more than 100 m
away from us and persisted in emitting an interminable series of "kek-kek-kek-kek's,"
uninterrupled \Vhen either flying or rcsling nearby on coral dcbris. :t\esting Leasl
Terns (Stema albijrons) frequently attacked the noisy bird.

This nesting record extends the kno\Vn range of the Willet 730 km southeast oi
Beata Island, Hispaniola and 650 km approximately south of St. Croi", \'irgin Islands,
lhe l\Vo breeding localities nearest to Los Roques (Bond 1971, Birds o[ lhe \Vest
Indics, London, Collins).

On reexamining the series of 24 specimens in the Phclps Collection 1 found a nominale
semipalmatus male \Vith large testes (16 X 8 mm) and a female \Vith large granular
O\'ary, \Vhich 1 had co!lected 18 April 1953 on Espenquí, an island in the Los Roques
group adjacent to Isla Larga; the pair probably had been about to nest.-\VILLL~lII
H. PHELPS, JR" Colección Ornitológica Phelps, Apartado 2009, Caracas 101, Vene:lIela.
:\ccepted 27 Aug. 74. (This paper \Vas subsidized by the author.)
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