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exception of the one species which is resident on the sum-
mil. This might also have been collected on the British
Guiana section of the sUl11ll1itplateau. Inasmuch as these
forms number sixty-seven it is ",ell that their COlTect
Yenezuelan range be pro\'en and recognized as otherwise
any check-list of Yenezuelan biros which might be pu-
blished would be very incoll1plete.

Charles Chubb (Birds of British Guiana, Vol. 1, 1916;
Yol. 2, 1921) cites tlle references and collection localities
of all tlle known specil1lens taken in British Guiana, and
also gives their extralimital ranges. The Roraima birds
enumerated by Chubb were collected by Richard Schom-
burgk in 1842, by Henry "Vhitely on two expeditions in
1881 and 1883, and by Freoerick V. McConnell and John
J. Quelch on two expeditions in 1894 and 1898.

The authorative "CaLalogue of the Birds of the
Al1lericas" (Part II, Chas. B. Cory, 1918 and 1919; Parts
III to X, Dr. Chas. E. Hellmayr, 1924 to 1937) not only
cites the ocurrence localities in British Guiana, as Chubb
does, but also gives the references and localities in which
specimens had been collected in Venezuela (as in the
rest of the Americas). Naturally, the later volumes in-
cluded references Lo part of the birds collected by the
American Museul1l of Natural History, Lee Garnett Day
expediLion to Ml. Roraima in 1927, as enumeraLed in Dr.
Frank M. Chapman's "Descriptions of New Birds from
Ml. Roraima" (American Museum Novitates. NQ341. Feb.
2, 1929) and "The Upper Zonal Bird-Life of Mts. Roraima
and Duida" (Bulletin of LheAmerican Museull1 of Natural
History. Vol. LXIII, 1931).

Notwithstanding the fact that Dr. Chapman gave
exact collection points for every bird taken, and that
every one of these stations, including the one on the sum-
mit plateau of Roraima, was definitely situated in Ve-
nezuela, both Rellmayr and Peters followed Chubb in
giving British Guiana, Ínstead of Venezuela, as the range
of the Mount Roraima birds.
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centre of the sumlllit plateau to Illark the point of junc-
tion of the bOllndaries of the three nations. A copy of
the "Act of Inauguration" of this monument (and of a
second one on the rilll of the sllmmit plateau to the east
of the first oue, to Illark the jumping-off place of the
Venezuelan-Brazilian frontier) was published in the "Bo-
letín del Ministerio de Relaciones Exterio,'es" of Vene-
zuela, on July 24, 1932. The acceptance of this boundary
monument was formally ratified by the British and Ve-
nezuelan governlllents in notes passed between the
British legation in Caracas and the Ministry of Foreign
Affaires on October 17th and November 3rd, 1932. The
reason that the Yenamo-Roraima boundary line on Dr.
Tate's map was drawn to the western rim of the summit
plateau is because in 1902 the Venezuela-British Boun-
dary COllllllission, which ascended Roraima for the pur-
pose of establishing the boundary point, in fulfillment
of the arbitration award of 1890 only penetrated to the
point ,,,here the ledge trail to the top arrives at the sum-
mit plateau. There they are supposed to have built a
cairn at the point indicated by Dr. Tate.

Inasllluch as the Venezuela-British Guiana boundary
rllns northwest from the centre of the plateau, the British
Guiana-Brazil boundary north-east from the same point,
and the Yenezuela-Brazil boundary east, we see that of
the summit plateau of Roraima five-eighths helongs to
Venezuela, one-fourth to British Guiana and one-eighth
to Brazil. The only known access to the summit is on the
southwest side, far away from either British Guiana 01'

Brazilian territory.

The Venezuela-Brazil boundary, as shown on this
Illap "A", is approximately correcto At the present time
a Venezllelan-Brazilian boundary commission is rectify-
ing the lineo The engineel's started from Roraima and
have already made considerable progress. It is the water-
shed between the Orinoco and Amazon river systems. As
can be seen from the map, the British Guiana-Brazil
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HOUTES AND COLLECTI~G STATIONS OF THE

VARIOUS EXPEDITIONS

On map "A" is indicated lhe roule of each one of the
bird collecting expedi tions already referred to. 1 will
commen t on them in eh ronological m·der.

Richard Schombllrgk. 18-J2. - Map "B" is an en-
larged copy from Schomburgk's "Heisen in British-Guiana
in den Jaren 1840-1844", showing his route. 1 have dra\Vn
in the approximate boundary lines, based on Dr. Tate's
map "A". Here, and on lnap "A", it can be seen that
he approached Roraima from the soulh, from the Cotin-
ga River in Brazil. He crossed the frontier into Vene-
zuela more than fifty miles from Roraima, returning in
a similar direction. ManifesUy he could not have col-
lected any Roraima birds in British Guiana.

Henry lVhitely. 1881-2 and 1883. - Map "C" is a copy
of the one in 'Vhitely's narrative (Explorations in the
Neighborhood of Mts. Horaima and Kukenam in British
Guiana. Proceedings of the Hoyal Geographical Society.
Vol. VI, 1884, pp. c~52-,162). The boundary line has been
drawn in by me approximately, from Dr. Tate's map "A",
on which "7hitely's route is also traced. It is seen that
Whitely (on both expeditions) approached Horaima fmm
lhe north-west through the Venezuelan savanna regio n
and returned by the same route. His base camp, 011 both
expcditions, \Vas eight miles south-west frOl1l Roraima,
apparenlly "Paulo" on the Tate map. He says (p. 459) : "1
determined to make 111yheadquarters on the same spot
in the neighborhood of which my first collection was
formed ; this is distant from Roraima about eight
miles in a bee line". Describing his trip from this camp
to the mountain he says: "vYe travelled in an easterly di-
rection towards Roraima". His narrative shows that he
spent at least four months at this camp in 1883 and al so
that he spent at least a week at a second camp nearer
the base of the mountain. The access to the summit had
not as yet been discovered. It is seen that vVhitely en-
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Hellmayr, 01' by Chubb, as collected only at Roraima in
British Guiana, which might have been collected on
British Guiana soil.

American MusewTI o/ Natural Histol'Y Expedition.
Dr. Tate. 1927.- Map "E" is reproduced from Dr. Chap-
man's "The Upper Zonal Bird-Life of Mts. Roraima and
Duida (p. 4) ". The international boundaries have been
orawn in by me from map "A". It shows that Dr. Tate ap-
proached Roraima from the south-west, through Brazil,
entering Venezuela fifty miles from the mountain. He
left Venezuela to the south of Mt. V"eitipu and never
entered British Guiana until he arrived at the Ireng
Hiver. His collecting stations are all indicated on map
"E". These are well within Venezuelan territory. He
collected no Horaima birds in British Guiana.

CONCLUSION

1. - ~otwithstanding that no maps have ever shown
the southern and western slopes of Mt. Roraima, and its
approaches, to be in British Guiana territory, and not-
withstanding that the British Governmenl has never even
laid claim to that region, Charles Chubb, in his "Birds
of British Guiana", Dr. C. B. Cory and Chas. E. Hellmayr
in their authorative "Catalogue of the Birds of the
Americas", and James Lee Peters, in his new standard
work "Check List of the Birds of the World", have given
a British Guiana range to the birds collected at Mt. Ro-
raima, thus denying a Venezuelan range to those not
recorded elsewhere in Venezuela. They have considered
the Roraima regio n exclusively British.

2. - No birds collected at Mt. Roraima have been
\:a.k~\\.(m B\:\t\.\>hGuiaua soil, with the Qossible exception
of Zonotrichia capensis macconnelli. They have been col-
lected ill Vellezuela.

3. - Therefore a Venezuelan range should be !ti
to aH these forms, regardless as to whether 01' no!
British Guiana ranges, already given by the aboye
\'mn:'1\'l'\~':;, "é\"Y'e\:',\)})''''''C''i~'C~ ,\)"i l).'\)\.
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Phaethornis bourcieri (Lesson) (Chubb 1-385) ..
Campylopterus hiperythrus Cabo (Chapm. p. 71) o
Saucerottia cupreicallda (Salv. & God.) .. oo . o
Avocettllla recllrvirostris (Swainson) (Chllbb 1-

408). o o o.
Topaza pella (Linn.) (Chubb 1-417) oo
Lophornis pavoninlls Salvo & God. oo oo
Alllacorhynchlls whitelyanlls (Salv. & God.)

(Chllbb 1-462) o. oo .. .. .. . o .. . o ..
Notharchlls macrorhynchus (Gmelin) (Chllbb 1-

473) oo oo . o oo . o oo . o o.... o o. o. oo .. oo
Myrmotherllla glltteralis Salvo & God. (Chubb H-

29). o oo oo . o oo oo oo o.. o ... o
Myrlllothcrula behni inornata Sclater oo oo .. oo
Cercomacra tyrannina satllratior Chubb oo .. ..
Hypocnemias cantato!" cantatol" (Bodd.) (Chubb

J[ -63) oo oo o. o. .. .. .. o. o. o. oo . o
Sclateria schistacea saturata (Salvin) o. " oo
Forlllicarills analis crissalis (Cabanis)
Chamaeza brevicallda flllvescens Salv. & God.
Myrlllothera simplex (Salv. & God.) oo . o oo
Grallaria gllatemalensis roraimae Chubbo.
Synallaxis poliophrys (Cabanis) .. oo oo oo
Synallaxis cabanisi Illacconnelli Chubb o. o.
Synallaxis clinnamomea adusta Salv. & Godo
Sittasomlls gI"Íseicapillus amazonllS Lafreso o
Denclrocincla fuliginosa (Vieillot) .. o... o.
Myiozeteles cayanensis cayanensis (Linn.) oo
Euscarthlllomis rllssatlls (Salv. & God.) .. oo
Elaenia ruficeps (Pelzeln) oo .. . o . o oo
Elaenia gaimarclii gllianensis BerIepseh oo
Tyranniscus acer Salv. & God. o. o. o.
Leptopogon amaurocephalus perllvianlls Se!' &

Salvo .. oo oo .. oo ... o o. oo . o .... oo
Oxyrunchus cristatlls hypoglaucus (Salv. & God.).
Piprites chloris chlorion (Cabanis). o
Chloropipo uniforlllis Salvo & God. oo
Xenopipo atronitens Cabanis oo oo . o
Corapipo glltturalis (Linn.).. .. . o o. ..
Euchlornis whitelyi (Salv. & God.) ....
Lipaugus atreptophorus (Salv. & God.) ..

Cory

"

Hellmo

"

"

"

"

"

J(-160
11-169
II-186

1I-221
1I-230
II-311

1I-376

lf-39 1

1lI-142
1II-333
JT[-218

1lI-239
III-257
IlI-283
Il[·293
] 1I·160
I1I-338
IV-76
1V-84
1V-l05
IV-358
1V-375
V-138
V-317
V-424
V-430
V-476

V-488
VI·2
V1-4
V1-45
V1-47
V1-61
V1-123
VI-160
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asterisk (*) do not seem to have been taken anywhere
except at Mount Roraima. Tlle page refel'ences to Chap-
man are from Ilis "Upper Zonal Bird Life of Mts. Roraima
and Duida":
Colllmba albilinea Bonap Chllbb

(Collll1lba a. rorail1lae Chapm., Chapl1lan p. 63).
* Nyctipollls whitelyi (Salvin).. .. .. .. .. Cory

*Campylopterus hyperythrlls Cabanis.. .. ..

Colibri germana (Salvin and Godman).. .. ..
Thamnophillls insignis (Salvin and Godman). . HeUm.

*Sclateria schistacea saturata (Salvin).. .. ..

*Myrmothera simplex (Salvin and Godman) ..

* Grallaria gllatil1lalensis roraimac Chubb ..
*Synallaxis cabanisi macconneJli Chubb ..
AlItomolus roraimae HelImayr.. .. .. ..

Cnemotricclls poecilurus salvini (Sclater) ....
*ElIscarthmornis rllssatlls (Salvin and Godman) ..

Mecoccrcllllls leucophrys roraimae HeUn:. .. ..
Leptopogon nigrifrons Salvin and Godman.. ..

(Mecocerclllus nigrifrons (Salv. and God).
Chapl1l. p. 94).

*Pachyramphlls viridis griseiglllaris Salv. & God.
*Troglodytes rllfllllls rufllllls Cabo ....
TlIrdus lawrencii Coues .

*Spol'ophila longipennis Chubb. . Chllbb
Duncanllla dllncani Chubb .

(Tdiospiza homochroa dllncani (Chubb) Chapm.
p. 119).

*Tiaris phaeoptila (Salv. and God.) ..
*Atlapeles personatlls (Cab.).. .. ..
Stllrnella magna montico]or Chubb. . Hellm.

ADDEl\'DA

1-39

lf-136

1I-16G
J( -221

11 [-1 00
1[[·257

JI[-333

1If-338

IV-84
IV-219
V-227

V-311

V-396
V-487

V[-lGG
VI [-251
V [[·389

" -429
11-440

11-442
H·471
X-28

Subsequent to reading the abo ve paper at the Inter-
national Ornithological Congress at Rouen, 1 have obtain-
ed tlle Ilitherto unpublished map (see Map "F") of the
Yenezuelan Boundary Commission. This shows the inter-
national boundaries and the Boundary posts placed by
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